
September 15th & 16th 2011
Humboldt-University Berlin 
Department of Social Sciences / UniversitätsstraSSe 3b / 10099 Berlin, Germany

International Symposium

Rights, Recognition and Distribution
in Berlin & Tel Aviv

urban
citizenship
revisited

Against the backdrop of globalization and the re-scaling of politics, cities have 
become crucial sites for the negotiation of conflicts over inclusion and exclu-
sion, participation and power, belonging, difference and identity.  However, the 
role of urban politics is ambivalent.  Progressive politics and social movements as 
well as new forms of governance that produce specific dynamics of social, politi-
cal and cultural exclusion are grounded in the city.  The concept of citizenship is 
an indispensable tool for the understanding of these processes and for a critical 
analysis of the local codification and institutionalization of rights and recognition. 

The symposium will analyze and theorize current practices of urban citizen-
ship through a comparative and multidisciplinary survey of two cities: Berlin 
and Tel Aviv.  Despite their different histories and national contexts, both cities 
share many similarities – with each other and with other cities.  They both por-
tray themselves as global cities and struggle with urban problems such as ris-
ing rents, gentrification and neighborhood change, the contested use of pub-
lic space, politics of privatization, and questions around minority politics and 
the incorporation of immigrants.  International scholars will present cutting-
edge research from Berlin and Tel Aviv and discuss the theoretical implica-
tions and political perspectives concerning the concept of urban citizenship.



Thursday, September 15th

9:30 – 10:00h	 Welcome Speech & Opening Remarks
	 >	 Talja Blokland Humboldt-University Berlin

10:00 – 12:00h	 Keynote Lecture
	� Urban Citizenship in the 21st Century:
	 Between Privatizing Democracy and Creeping Apartheid
	 >	 Oren Yiftachel Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

	 	C hair: Ina Kerner Humboldt-University Berlin

12:00 – 13:30h	 Lunchbreak 

13:30 – 15:30h	� PANEL I: Public Space, Urban Culture, and the Right to 
Diversity

	� Do minorities and subcultures enjoy a moral and/or legal right to the city in Berlin 
and Tel Aviv?  Through which local practices, institutions and discourses are collec-
tive identities negotiated and recognized?  How do discriminatory discourses and 
practices relate to place-specific history?  And how do national discourses and prac-
tices manifest themselves locally in both cities? 

	 Chair: Christine Hentschel Humboldt-University Berlin

	
	N ew Citizens, Old Diversity:
	L abor Migrants and Networked Spaces in Tel Aviv
	 >	 Nir Cohen Ruppin Academic Center & Talia Margalit Tel Aviv University

	�	
	C onflicting Diversities:
	� Urban Leisure Publics and Struggles over Space in the 

Neoliberal City
	 >	 Kira Kosnick Goethe-University Frankfurt/Main

		
	K anak Attak invades the City:
	C hallenging Citizenship and Integration Policies
	� >	 Duygu Gürsel & Gökce Yurdakul Humboldt-University Berlin

15:30 – 16:00h	 Coffeebreak

16:00 – 18:00h	 PANEL II: 	H uman Security as a Local Public Good
	� Are Berlin and Tel Aviv “livable cities”?  How are problems of housing, healthcare, 

education, mobility, etc. addressed?  How are goods and services distributed social-
ly and spatially in both cities?  What are the place-specific mechanisms of inclusion 
and exclusion from resources, and what can we learn from recent experiences with 
area-based programs and policies in Berlin and Tel Aviv?

	 Chair: Talia Margalit Tel Aviv University

	C onfronting Social Exclusion in Deprived Neighbourhoods:
	 Successes and Failures in Berlin
	 >	 Britta Grell Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin/WZB

	�  	�
	�A ffordability and Citizenship:
	�C ontested Meanings of Affordable Housing and the 

Struggle over Urban Citizenship in Tel Aviv
	 >	 Yishai Blank Tel Aviv University

	�E xcluded Berlin:
	H ousing at the Margins of Urban Citizenship
	� >	 Andrej Holm Humboldt-University Berlin



Friday, September 16th

9:00 – 11:00h	 PANEL III: Participation in Urban Politics
	� Which rights and practices and which institutional landscapes allow residents in 

Berlin and Tel Aviv to participate in local politics?  To which degree is political pow-
er distributed unequally?  How do new forms of urban governance reshape the no-
tion of political participation?  What forms of “insurgent citizenship” do residents 
of Berlin and Tel Aviv practice, and how do minorities participate in local politics?

	 Chair: Henrik Lebuhn Humboldt-University Berlin

	� The Making of Partnership and ‘Networked Experts’.
	 Urban Renewal and Participation in Yaffo Gimmel
	 >	 Adriana Kemp & Galia Rattner Tel Aviv University

	�Fr om Citizenship to Social Struggle.
	�P articipation Mechanisms as a Point of Reference for 

Protest and Self-Organization in Berlin
	 >	 Armin Kuhn Potsdam University

	 Be Berlin! Governing the City through Citizenship
	� >	� Stephan Lanz Viadrina-University Frankfurt/Oder

11:00 – 11:30h	 Coffeebreak

11:30 - 13:00h 	 Continuation of Panel-Discussions in Workshops
	 Workshop I
	Pub lic Space, Urban Culture, and the Right to Diversity 
	 Workshop II
	Hu man Security as a Local Public Good
	 Workshop III
	P articipation in Urban Politics

13:00 - 14:30h	 Lunchbreak

14:30 - 16:00h	 Reports from the Workshops
	 Chair: Talja Blokland (Humboldt-University Berlin)

16:00 – 16:30h	 Coffeebreak

16:30 – 18:00h	 Closing Remarks and Final Discussion
	 > Roland Roth (Hochschule Magdeburg)

Organizing Team: Talja Blokland // Henrik Lebuhn // Talia Margalit // Oren Yiftachel

Student Assistants: Susanna Raab // Tilman Versch

The Symposium is free of charge

Please register via Email at: stadtsoz@hu-berlin.de 

Symposium Website: http://tinyurl.com/6aurgg8

Design & concept: www.image-shift.net // Printed by www.hinkelstein-druck.de

Funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG), and the International Office, the Georg-Simmel-Center 

for Metropolitan Studies and the Urban and Regional Sociology Program at Humboldt University Berlin. 


